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trine, but the administration has declined to interfere, on 
the ground that the question at issue was one of honor 
between two sovereign States and that the United States 
could not undertake to extend a protectorate over 
American republics when violating international law in 
regard to aliens. The excitement in Nicaragua has been 
very great. The opposition party, taking advantage of 
the situation, has madi an attempt to overthrow the pres- 
ent government. The government has proclaimed martial 
law. In view of a possible revolution and consequent 
danger to American citizens our government has dis- 
patched three warships to the coast of Nicaragua. At 
this writing it is stated that Great Britain is willing to 
withdraw her forces and give Nicaragua fifteen days ex- 
tension of time if she will agree to pay the indemnity 
within that period. Ambassador Bayard has been influ- 
ential in bringing about this proposed extension. 



THE YOUNG FOLKS. 



IN TIME OF SIEGE. 

ELISE. 
BY IDA WHIPPLE BENHAM. 

" I wish I were a sparrow !" the little maiden said, 

" For then upon a single worm my hunger might be fed. 

A fir-tree in the forest glade should house me from the storm, 

And a coat of softest feathers should keep me snug and warm. 

" My father in the army is wounded, sick and sore ; 
My mother died but yesterday — the cart is at the door. 
I ate the bit of bread she left — there is no more to-day. 
Where shall I go, what shall I do when she is borne away! 

" Why must the prince have soldiers? Ah, that I'd like to know ! 

Why did they take my father? We begged him not to go. 

Why must men fight with guns and swords till all the streams 

run red, 
When they would gladly stay at home and buy their children bread? 

" I wish I were a sparrow and knew a little song 

Without one note of anguish, without one hint of wrong, — 

The tiniest of sparrows safe sheltered in a tree, 

With a worm to eat, and a mother's breast to shield and comfort 



ROGER WILLIAMS. 

BT HEZEKIAH B UTTER WORTH . 

He slept amid the winter snows, 
By ravens fed, he brake his way, 

But, lo, the towns of heroes rose 
Where'er the Exile knelt to pray! 

I see him now, our Leader grand, 

When called to make for Truth his choice, 
'Mid Councils grave assembling, stand, 

And 'gainst the world I hear his voice : 

' Thee, sense of Right, I must obey, 
And hope and trust, whate'er betide; 

I cannot always know my way, 
But I can always know my Guide. 

" Self-sacrifice is never lost, 
But bears the seed of its reward; 

They who for others lose the most, 
For others gain the most from God. 



" Yes, though forsaken, I must go, 
With nothing for my hope but prayer, 

Amid the winds, amid the snow, 
Amid the ravens of the air. 

" Helpless of hand, and sore of heart, 

Bereft of human brotherhood, 
I trust the whole and not the part, 

Anl know that Providence is good." 

In exile thus he moored his bark 

Where white the Indians' smoke-wreaths curled, 
And there in cabins lone and dark, 

He saw the Truth that freed the world. 

Sublime, he treads these ancient shores, 
'Mid bearded oaks and caverns wild, 

And pleads with chiefs and sagamores 
To spare the towns that him exiled. 

Beside the Narragansett Bay, 
The red tribes heard his voice ascend: 

" Forbear your enemies to slay, 
And God himself will be your friend!" 

He rested; bade a city rise; 

What name should be its strong defence? 
To Heaven's high gates he raised his eyes, 

And saw the angel Providence ! 

Young church upon the march of time ! 

Such was thy Prophet; rise and prove 
Thy equal worth and faith sublime, 

And thou humanity shalt move ! 

He saw the future's lifted arch, 

And to the nations oped the gates. 
Take thou his Guide and forward march, 

A greater victory thee awaits ! 



THE MAGAZINES AND PAPERS. 



HERALD OF PEACE. 
Parliamentary Protest against Jingoism. 

In the House of Commons, on March 18th, a praiseworthy 
but unavailing protest was raised by, unfortunately, only 
a very small number of Members, against the recent re- 
newed panic outlay upon Armaments. The following 
were some of the objections raised : 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson said he agreed with the late Sir 
R. Peel, who long ago said : — " I believe that in time of 
peace we must by retrenchment consent to incur some 
risk." Those were words of common sense ; and it 
ought to be explained now whether we were preparing to 
fight the whole world, or were proceeding on a more 
rational footing. Of course, they would hear again the 
old adage, " If you wish for peace you must prepare for 
war " ; but that was like saying that if you wanted to keep 
dry you must jump into a river, or if you wanted to keep 
sober you must fly to brandy. Experience showed the 
folly of the wise saying that was so often quoted. France 
and Germany, Russia and Turkey, were the four nations 
that had fallen most completely under militarism, and we 
know that within living memory all these nations have 
been involved in disastrous wars. From his earliest 
youth he had been taught that the Liberal policy was com- 
prised in the words, " Peace, Retrenchment and Reform." 
But this Liberal Government was out-jingoing the Jingo, 
and the estimates were more extravagant than ever. 
The bloated armaments, as long ago they were called, 
were increasing. Ten years ago, said the representative 
of the Admiralty, the Navy estimates were twelve mil- 
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lions, now they were eighteen millions. Easy it was to 
get up a scare for John Bull's benefit. Then the people 
were told the Navy was useless and the country defence- 
less. Even now the Times was saying: "We doubt if 
we could. put a single effective army corps in the field, 
after all the optimist talk of the War Minister." The usual 
course would be followed, newspaper statements would 
excite the public mind, then public meetings would be 
called, the Lord Mayor would be in the chair, and would 
be supported by aldermen, stock-jobbers, and every 
one interested in this expenditure. The British Lion's 
tail would be pulled, the Union Jack waved, and the 
voice of the Jingo would be heard in the land. Then would 
all the contractors, the shipbuilders, the boiler-makers, 
and others be comforted ; the income tax would be raised, 
and millions gathered in, to the accompaniment of an 
"Alleluia chorus" from Liberal dockyard Members. 
Everybody knew this was a fair description of what took 
place. But what about the working man? Every work- 
ing man in the kingdom worked half an hour per day 
more than he need, because of this enormous expenditure 
on armaments, and this in a country full of wretchedness 
and misery. 

Mr. Labouchere reminded the Committee that twelve 
years ago, speaking roughly, the expenditure on the Ar- 
my and the Navy was twenty-six millions, whereas at pre- 
sent it was about forty millions. Including the ex- 
penditure on the Indian Army, the national charge for 
armaments comes to the monstrous sum of fifty- eight mil- 
lions. The reason of this perpetually increasing expen- 
diture was that every now and then there was a scare in 
the newspapers, and Ministers were very much given to 
these scares ; while naval gentlemen, naturally desirous 
that their service should be magnified, did their best to 
convince the country that our whole Empire was in dan- 
ger - of falling to pieces unless each year we spent addi- 
tional millions on the Navy. There was no satisfying 
these gentlemen ; whatever Ministers did, and whatever 
amounts they were ready to spend on the Navy, the naval 
experts, and admirals, and such-like people always were 
complaining and crying, " More, more !" The hon. member 
opposite spoke in a sneering way of " Little Englanders " ; 
but the poor " Little Englanders," it must be remembered, 
had practically to pay for everything. And what he com- 
plained of was that these right hon. gentlemen would not 
stand honestly and persistently by the opinions they pro- 
fessed when out of office ; but now when they were in of- 
fice, they went wasting and squandering money just as if 
they were Conservatives. 

Mr. Hopwood strongly supported the amendment. 
These large additions to the Navy estimates possessed a 
consistency worthy of a better cause. The Civil Lord of 
the Admiralty, in proposing these estimates, had appealed 
to the Committee in vigorous language, but with a sur- 
render of Radical principles that was astonishing. They 
were invited to follow up former extravagance by fresh 
extravagance, but he could not conceive why they were 

less safe formerly than they were now 

They had got a fleet which they could barely man, and if 
they were to go on as they were doing they would have 
to return to the old press gang. If not, their big ships 
would have to lie up to rot or rnst. Their policy was 
forcing other nations into this contest of ship-building, 
and the mind was appalled at what the future state of the 
country would be if their resources were to be strained to 
the uttermost by these heavy armaments. 



Mr. Lough asked what evidence had been brought be- 
fore the House of Commons to show that this great expen- 
diture on the Navy was necessary. During the last 
twenty years the country had evidence to show that it had 
got on exceedingly well without the increased naval ex- 
penditure of recent years, while he maintained that the 
tendency in favor of Peace had increased. 

Dr. Macgregor regarded the proposed expenditure as 
not only lavish, but reckless. It would no doubt be said 
that preparation for war was the best means of insuring 
peace, but that was nothing more or less than bunkum. 
Was there a member of the House who would say that 
the existence of vast bodies of men, armed to the teeth, 
was not provocative of war? Such men were like fight- 
ing-cocks standing up against each other. 

Mr. Cremer hoped the hon. member for Cockermouth 
would press his amendment to a division, under any cir- 
cumstances, as a protest against this shameful waste of 
the resources of the country by the Government. The 
hon. member for West Belfast had spoken very glibly 
about the extent to which the proposed increase in the 
expenditure was approved by the masses of the people, 
but it was a remarkable fact that not a single public 
meeting had been held anywhere in support of it ; whereas 
last Session a very strong protest was made to the Govern- 
ment by an important representative body on behalf of the 
working classes of the country, against proposals that were 
then made to increase the expenditure on the Navy. It was 
said that the further great increase now proposed was nec- 
essary in order to protect our commercial marine ; but that 
argument was a very familiar one ; it was always used on 
those occasions. Only seven years ago the enormous sum 
of twenty-one millions was granted for increased expendi- 
ture on the Navy ; that money had been spent on strength- 
ening the Navy, yet the same argument of danger to our 
commerce was again brought forward. The present 
proposals were only a fulfilment of the prediction that 
many of them made at that time — that notwithstanding 
the enormous sum then granted, a further increase would 
be demanded before many years elapsed. He thought 
the present time of deep distress amongst the artisans and 
laborers of this country most inopportune for the spending 
of those additional millions on the Navy. 

Mr. Byles said that platitudes about Great Britain hav- 
ing the supremacy at sea were merely begging the whole 
question. He was appalled at the lightheartedness with 
which the House of Commons was continually voting in- 
creased money for the maintenance of our Imperial 
defences. 

Mr. A. C. Morton observed that what the supporters 
of the amendment wanted was Arbitration instead of 
war. Two years ago there was a debate on this subject 
in the House, and he wanted to hear what the Govern- 
ment had done since. Had they made arrangements for 
an Arbitration Treaty with the American Government, or 
with any other Government? It was no use for that 
House to pass resolutions, if action was not taken upon 
them by the Government. If treaties providing that in- 
ternational disputes should be submitted to arbitration 
were agreed to, there would be very little danger of war 
in the future, for disputing nations would be given time 
in which to arrive at a calmer frame of mind. 

Mr. Thomas Snape argued that unless Radicals pro- 
tested when their own side was in power, they would be 
debarred from similar protests when the opposition were 
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in office. Many Liberals had pledged themselves to do 
their utmost to adhere to the old watchword of " Peace, 
Retrenchment and Reform." 

Sir W. Wedderburn said his main reason for joining 
in the protest was, because he believed the increasing 
armaments were unnecessary, if an agreement was car- 
ried out with other nations for the purpose of a reduction. 

OAKLAND (CALIFORNIA.) ENQUIRER. 
Swords and Churches. 

It is so rare an occasion to hear even a word or passing 
notice from the pulpit in protest against the ever increas- 
ing expenditure on armies and navies, that it is quite 
refreshing to the advocates of international arbitration. 

Mr. Henry Varley tells us that in Europe no less than 
fourteen millions of armed men are in readiness to rush 
or drift into fratricidal conflict, and this at an annual cost 
of one thousand five hundred millions of dollars. The 
few words of comment from so distinguished a revivalist 
should make an impression. 

Tbey are the Christian nations of the earth, with 
churches established by law, with a host of church digni- 
taries, with millions of church properly, who neverthe- 
less positively delight in the practice of war. And all for 
what? That each of the nations of Christendom may be 
able to "confound its enemies" and "to frustrate the 
knavish tricks " of other Christian nations. 

China and Japan have "not been in it" until the re- 
cent outburst of Christian civilization in the shape of a 
big war, which is promise that they have come out of 
their peaceful paganism. They may now find it neces- 
sary to keep up a big standing army, and to spend their 
millions on a great navy, after the Christian example of 
the other nations, who have despised them as heathen 
nations. 

How many sermons on international peace do ministers 
preach on an average in a year, or during the whole 
course of a ministry ? How many does any regular at- 
tendant of any church, remember to have listened to ? 

Bradlaugh, the professed atheist, did more to protest 
against the iniquitous wars waged in Afghanistan, South 
Africa, and the Soudan, than all the English clergy put 
together. 

Quite recently the churches in London, Liverpool and 
other cities of England have made the Sunday before 
Christmas a peace Sunday, just as they have instituted 
a yearly hospital Sunday, a temperance Sunday, a reform 
Sunday and a labor Sunday, but it is well known to 
peace societies how difficult it has been to bring about a 
peace Sunday. 

Very little assistance from the churches might go a long 
way to diminish the chances of war without bringing us 
dangerously near the dawn of the millennium. If in their 
vestibules or in the pews there were peace publications 
distributed it would result in a cheering decay of scepti- 
cism among Christians in universal brotherhood and in the 
federation of the world. No longer would the finger of 
scorn have to be pointed at Christians to see how they 
nationally and denominationally " love each other ! " 

If our Sunday and day schools were taught that true 
Christians are peace makers and as such the children of 
God, that nations taking up the sword perish with the 
words, that miliatry nations are despotisms, and ^a free 
people always peaceable, that the American constitution 



is designed to keep the American people out of war, but 
that it does not relieve us from the responsibility of help- 
ing less favored nations to keep out of war by agreeing 
with us and each other, to treaties of arbitration, each 
would have still greater occasion to be proud and thank- 
ful to be an American citizen. R. McE. Hunter. 

NEWPORT NEWS. 
Signs of Progress, 

One evidence that the human race is increasing in wis- 
dom and making progress in the right direction is fur- 
nished in the peaceful methods of adjusting international 
controversies. Not many generations ago such condi- 
tions as exist to-day between various countries would have 
plunged a half dozen nations into savage warfare. Then 
there was little thought of settling such disputes except) 
by an appeal to arms, but now the various governments, 
as a rule, seek the peaceful methods of arbitration, and 
are influenced more by reason and the claims of justice 
than by brute force. 

The peaceful settlement of the difficulties between Mex- 
ico and Guatemala is a case in point. The jingoists, who 
are laggards in the march of progress, were sure that war 
would come between the two contending parties, and that 
Mexico, being the stronger of the two, would overthrow 
and perhaps destroy her weaker neighbor. But better 
counsels prevailed. It is true that Guatemala talked 
fight for a time, and was probably alarmed by the mili- 
tary preparation of Mexico, but the fact remains that in 
a boundary dispute between neighbors of the same hot 
blood, where a generation ago they would have shot first 
and reasoned later, diplomacy has now been tried first, 
with results that appear to be mutually satisfactory. 

According to the logic of olden times there have been 
several occasions when England and the United States 
should have gone to war, but wiser counsels prevailed, 
as they will doubtless continue to do in the future. The 
ripples of disaffection between our country and Spain 
might have been increased to waves of anger a century 
ago, and have led to bloodshed and slaughter, and so 
with a multitude of cases occurring throughout the world. 
The truth is that civilized nations, in these days, do not 
readily come to blows over matters that can be adjusted 
otherwise, and even the Spanish- American States, accus- 
tomed as they are to fighting, are learning the advantages 
of peace. 

But the old barbarism is not altogether gone from the 
minds of men. There are still people who bristle up at 

A Happy Mother— $72.50 in a Week. 

Mr. Editor: — I feol so happy that I must tell, through your 
valuable paper, what I did, so others can be happy and make 
money, too. Things looked blue; these hard times had thrown 
my husband out of work; the interest on the mortgage was com- 
ing due and no money. I saw an advertisement of the Rapid 
Dish Washer and thought I could sell them. I sent $5.00, got 
one, and my husband washed the dishes, because he did not have 
to put his hand in the water and did not have to rub them nor 
dry them; they came out all nice and clean and ready for the 
shelf. He also took care of the house and baby. I got the agency 
and sold ten the first day, and have cleared this week $72.50, and 
will by next week have enough to pay the interest, and am sure 
we will have money all winter. Anyone out of work should send 
to W. P. Harrison & Co., Columbus, Ohio, and get a circular, 
have a happy home, and make money too. Times are going to be 
hard this winter, and much suffering can be saved if mothers and 
daughters would do as I have. 
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every real and imaginary affront, and who have no pa- 
tience with the delays of arbitration methods. There is 
still an inclination to demand instant reparation for 
every affront, and to charge cowardice and want of patri- 
otism on men in authority who proceed in accordance 
with the better spirit of the age. We have such men in 
our country to-day, but they will bow to wiser counsels 
and conform to the better spirit of the age. 

THE OUTLOOK. 
Tawdry and Barbaric. 

Senator Frye, of Maine, made a speech at Bridgeport 
last week, the quality and spirit of which are indicated by 
this brief extract : 

"We will place our flag tn all the seas of the earth, restore 
the merchant marine to its place, and will increase our white, 
strong-armed squadrons so that they command the respect of all 
nations. We will annex the Hawaiian Islands, fortify Pearl Har- 
bor, build the Nicaragua canal, and marry two great oceans. We 
will show people a foreign policy that is American in every fibre, 
and hoist the American flag on whatever island we think best, and 
no hand shall ever pull it down." 

If Senator Frye were a local politician, these words 
might pass without comment ; but he is a member of the 
highest legislative body in the country, and he is a leader 
of the party which may shortly come into power again. 
If these words are mere bluster, they are entirely un- 
worthy the position of the man who uttered them. If 
they were seriously considered, they indicate a policy 
which may be described as tawdry and barbaric. The 
true way to maintain the dignity of the flag and command 
the respect of the world is not to set out upon a career of 
indiscriminate annexation ; it is to make republican insti- 
tutions synonymous with honesty, honor, and human 
happiness. We have been grossly unfaithful in our cus- 
tody of the great idea of free government. We have 
identified it in the mind of the world with corruption, in- 
efficiency and general wastefulness. Our first mission is 
to rescue that idea from the dirt in which we have trailed 
it. If Senator Frye is anxious to find a policy for the 
Republican party which will regain the confidence 
of the country and restore the respect of the world, 
let him lead the party to a reformation within 
its own ranks ; before we have acquired another 
foot of territory, let him show us a sound govern- 
ment of the territory we already control. Let him 
inspire his party to break the bondage to which it is now 
bound hand and foot to corporations in New Jersey, 
throw off the incubus which has crushed the moral life 
out of it in Pennsylvania, and unseat the boss at Albany 
who is making a by- word of the party in this State. Let 
him show one American city honestly, economically and 
efficiently governed, and then the country will be in a 
condition to turn its attention abroad. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The President has selected Major William Ludlow, 
Commander M. T. Endicott and Mr. Alfred Noble of 
Chicago, under a provision of the sundry civil appropria- 
tion bill, as a board to investigate and report upon the 
feasibility, permanence and expense of the Nicaragua 
Canal, on the route proposed by the construction com- 
pany. 

In response to requests from missionary organiza- 



tions, in view of a threatened massacre of Christians 
in the Levant, Secretary of the Navy Herbert on the 
5th of April ordered the cruisers San Francisco 
and Marblehead to proceed at once to Turkish waters, 
the former to Smyrna and the latter to Beyrut. The 
commanders were ordered to consult with the American 
officials in those places and if needful to extend pro- 
tection to American citizens in those parts. 

On the 8th of April the Supreme Court rendered its de- 
cision on the constitutionality of the income tax law. 
Those parts of the law imposing a tax on rents and on 
State and municipal bonds were declared null and void. 
The Judges of the Court were evenly divided in opinion 
as to the rest of the law, and these parts therefore stand. 
The tax on rents was declared invalid on the ground that 
it is a form of direct taxation, which the constitution 
makes it unlawful to impose unless it be properly appor- 
tioned among the States. The tax on State, county and 
municipal securities was set aside as an interference with 
the State's power to borrow money. The supposed 
revenue from the income tax will thus be reduced at least 
one half, and the whole law will be so crippled, and its 
action so unsatisfactory to the people that it will probably 
be repealed when Congress meets next winter. 

A bill for the introduction of the Norwegian liquor sys- 
tem into the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was de- 
feated in the House of Representatives April 11, by a 
vote of 128 to 65. 

Professor James Dwight Dana, the eminent geologist, 
professor of Yale university for more than forty years, 
died at his home in New Haven on the 14th of April at the 
age of 82 years. 

A movement is in progress for the absorption of New 
Foundland into the Dominion of Canada. Canada is 
anxious to bring about the union, but New Foundland in 
the past has stoutly preferred to remain an independent' 
colony. The recent distress in the island has been the 
occasion of the present effort at union. The commission- 
ers appointed have arranged terms of union, but the 
opposition is strong in New Foundland, and said to be in- 
creasing. 

The chief event of interest in a financial way during 
the month was Cleveland's letter to the Chicago business 
men. The free silver advocates, it is needless to say, 
were not pleased with it. There is great activity among 
the silver men in an organized effort to promote their 
cause. The President's letter has given much encourage- 
ment to the " sound money" men, and the question of 
finance now overtops all others in public interest. 

The revival of business throughout the country has 
been marked. To what cause shall it be attributed ? The 
President's friends say it is due to his courageous action 
in maintaining the national credit. The " good " people 
of the country say it has been brought about by the ad- 
journment of a stupid Congress. The Republicans say 
that the cause is the confidence produced by their return 
to power. The Democrats do not say much. Whatever 
the cause, the revival is very gratifying. 

Koyama, the young Japanese crank who shot Li Hung 
Chang, has been sentenced to imprisonment for life at 
hard labor. 



